
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 12 LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 
SUMMER READING 2019 

     Welcome to PHS AP English Literature and Composition.  Because you have shown both 
interest in and ability for this College Board course, you will benefit from this course’s 
curriculum.  One stipulation of participating in this course is your agreement to read certain 
required literary works over the summer, and to complete the required assignments which 
accompany them.  These works will enhance your preparation not only for the required AP 
English College Board Exam, but for college courses, as well. 
 
     The literary works for required summer reading: 

1. The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
2. Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng 

      An optional Community Read for Pelham City Schools: 
3. Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 

Throughout the summer, you are required to do the following: 
▪ Read and study the assigned works (1-3). 
▪ Annotate the works (1-3). 
▪ Complete four-page Reading Records on the works (1-3). 

The actual essays for the literary works will be written in the pattern of the College Board Exam 
as in-class timed writings. 
The reading records will be due on the first day of school. You do not have to submit work 
over the summer.    Remember, you must use the AP English 2019-2020 templates; reading 
records from any other source will not meet requirements.  
 
     Read each book thoroughly before you begin the Reading Records.  You are expected to take 
analytical notes as you read, so it would be wise to: 

▪ Keep a notebook of analytical possibilities that you find as you read.  
▪ Use sticky notes to mark annotations.  
▪ Definitely record memorable and powerful quotations from the text.  

Purchase the books if possible so that you can make notes in them for reference.  
If there is any reason that you need me to help you acquire a copy of anything we are reading, 
please let me know. 
 
     In addition to the summer outlines and Reading Records, you will take tests and write essays 
on these books throughout each nine weeks of school.  The message should be clear---delve into 
these books, absorb, and analyze extensively!  I know that some of you will have dealt with one 
or more of the books already in your high school study.  It is therefore expected that you read it 
afresh, attempting to perceive new angles of analysis, before-unnoticed details, and matured 
viewpoints. 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 
  Please read, sign, and return this to Mrs. Burnett by Thursday, May 23, 2019.   
 

 

     With all the summer reading assignments, integrity is extremely important.  Please remember 
hard work and time management are essential. Closely reading all three summer books and 
carefully completing the Major Works Data Sheets are a requirement for this course.  
 
    You will be expected to write analytical on demand essays for each of the books, so you will 
be held accountable for personally delving into these literary works as analytical thinkers should. 
Integrity, accountability, and perseverance are necessary to complete the assignments—be sure 
you have met these expectations when AP English Literature convenes in August. 
  
I,  ___________________________ , have read and understand the above message. 
    (Print your full name here) 
 
 
 
 
I also understand that I am required to take the College Board AP English Literature and 
Composition Exam in May of 2020. 
 
___________________________________________             ________  
  Student signature         date 
 
 

 

 

I acknowledge the agreement that my child is signing and will assist my child in every way 
to fulfill this agreement. 

 

____________________________________________          _________  

  Parent signature                                                                           date 

 
 

 


